


https://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/just-read-fl/parent-guides-for-english-language-arts.stml
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/Products/Region/southeast/Resource/100679
https://www.newworldsreading.com/fl/en/home.html
https://www.fldoe.org/schools/school-choice/k-12-scholarship-programs/reading/


https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/infographics/pdf/REL_SE_Assessment_Terms_Used_in_Reading.pdf
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.22.html
https://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/best/
https://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/best/
https:/www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6a-1.0943
https:/www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6a-1.0943
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/parent-info/
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/dispute-resolution/
https://flfast.org/fast.html
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6a-1.0943
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?id=6a-1.0943


EVALUATING AND IDENTIFYING A STUDENT  
FOR EXCEPTIONAL STUDENT EDUCATION 

When a parent, teacher or caregiver suspects a student may have a disability, there are important steps that 
are necessary to know and take. A diagnosis of a medical condition alone is not sufficient to establish 
eligibility for exceptional student education. Consistent with 

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/d/300.306
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.25.html
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/ese-eligibility/specific-learning-disabilities-sld/index.stml
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/eng-language-learners/
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/eng-language-learners/


LEARNING DISABILITY  TYPICAL CHARACTERISTICS  

Dyslexia: 
A specific learning disability or 

language-based disability neurobiological 
in nature that can range from mild to severe 

• Difficulty with accurate and fluent word recognition
   and spelling 
• Confusion in sequence of letters and sounds 
• Easily distracted, difficulty in retaining information 
• Temporal and spatial difficulties 
• More than average anxiety, frustration or avoidance behaviors 
• Difficulties persist despite receiving reading instruction that
   is effective for most children 
• May co-exist with dyscalculia and/or dysgraphia 
• Does not include learning problems that are primarily the 

result of a visual, hearing, motor, intellectual or
   emotional/behavioral disability, limited English proficiency
   or environmental factors 

Dysgraphia: 
A learning disability 

primarily affecting writing 

• Variably shaped and poorly formed letters, excessive 
erasures and cross-outs in writing 

• Poor spacing between letters and words 
• Letter and number reversals beyond early stages of writing 
• Awkward, inconsistent pencil grip 
• Heavy pressure and hand fatigue 
• Slow to write and copy with legible or illegible handwriting 

Dyscalculia: 
A learning disability 

affecting mathematics 

• Difficulty with number sense, including counting and
   place value 
• Extreme difficulty in performing simple calculations, telling
   time or working with money 
• Difficulty with mental arithmetic skills 
• Difficulty predicting appropriate procedures based on
   understanding patterns 
• A poor sense of estimation 
• Unable to organizeme


